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Welcome TEAM!
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The Magic of a Growth Mindset 
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AVP Student Academic Success



From Stuck to Stellar: The Magic of a Growth Mindset



Growth Mindset 

• A growth mindset is the belief that one’s abilities and 
intelligence can be developed through effort, learning, 
and persistence. 

• People with a growth mindset tend to embrace 
challenges, persist through obstacles, learn from 
criticism, and seek out inspiration in others' success. 

• Educationally, fostering a growth mindset can encourage 
students to take on challenges without fear of failure, 
view effort as a path to mastery, and increase overall 
motivation to succeed







Example

➢ Every challenge is an opportunity to learn

➢ Constructive feedback from students and colleagues is a roadmap to professional 

development

➢ Collaborating with colleagues exposes me to new perspectives that enrich my approach

➢ My ability to inspire students grows with each semester as I refine my skills

➢ Embracing new educational technology helps me stay relevant and effective

➢ Mistakes are part of learning

➢ I commit to lifelong learning  (educator and a student)

➢ Each day brings new lessons to master



What thought keeps you growing?
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DSS Professional Development

• Aaron Salas, Disability Access Services

• Lorraine Arvizu, Student Involvement & Leadership 
Programs

• Kirsten Holles, Aggie Welcome & Orientation

• Joseph Molina, Student Assistance Services

• Liz Rodriguez, CAASS - Advising



Updates
Tony Marin, AVP Student Affairs



Continuous improvement in our
support of students

• Speedy Recovery

• Circumstances change: our 
mission to empower, engage and 
guide students does not.

• Make the most of summer

• Thank You DSS!

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://sites.tufts.edu/hhslnews/2014/05/15/tufts-graduation-5182014/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Friday, June 14 
DSS Assess

Mark your
Calendar!



Staff Milestones

• Welcome new team members

• Achievements & Recognition



Student Engagement

WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓Claudia Garcia, TRIO Upward Bound GISD/LCPS
✓ Jayce McCormick, TRIO Student Support Services STEMH
✓ Erica Mosley, TRIO Student Support Services STEMH
✓Amanda Collier, Office of Experiential Learning
✓ Julie Garza, TRIO UB Hatch
✓Robert Gomez, Student Success Center
✓Alexander Warner, Garrett-Center for Academic Advising and Student Support
✓Chelsea Alcantara, Center for Academic Advising and Student Support
✓Clarissa "Claire" Bryan, Center for Academic Advising and Student Support



Student Engagement
NEW ROLES
❖Veronica Jackson -Director, TRIO Upward Bound Alamogordo
❖Freddie Romero - Lead Academic Advisor
❖Dr. Marissa Fowler - Director, Academic Advising and Student Support

SERVICE AWARDS
❖David Perez - 5 Years
❖William Byhower - 15 years
❖Deborah Gouldsmith - 25 years
❖Donna Miller - 15 years



Student Engagement
AWARDS or CERTIFICATIONS
❖Eileen Garcia, TRIO NM Emerging Leadership Institute
❖Amanda Madrid, Elected to Employee Council
❖Elizabeth Silva, Robert's Award Nominee
❖Freddie Trujillo, NMSU "A" Mountain Award
❖Victoria Banuelos, NMSU "A" Mountain Award
❖Trese Collins, Outstanding Service Award - Southwest Association of Student Assistance Programs



Student Records

WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓Rebecca Chavez, Student Records Specialist
✓ Tammy Tsai, Graduation & Curriculum Data Specialist

NEW ROLES
❖Gabrielle Martinez, Interim Registrar role
❖Krystal Espinoza, Interim Registrar role



Undergraduate 
Admissions

WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓McKayla Tsabetsaye, Admissions Advisor
✓Rudy Hernandez, Admissions Event Assistant
✓Curtis Wilhelmi, Admissions Advisor
✓Mackenzie Best, Admissions Advisor
✓ Isidro Trujillo, Admissions Advisor
✓ Leah Stiff, Systems Developer



University Financial Aid
& Scholarship Services

WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓ Ceci Ortiz, Online Financial Aid Advisor
✓ Genevive Mendoza, Financial Aid Advisor
✓ Ryan Johnson, Financial Aid Advisor
✓ Tricia Sulpizio, Program Coordinator

AWARDS or CERTIFICATIONS
✓ Andrea Jimenez, earned FAAC® designation



Student Life,
Health & Wellbeing
WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓ Christin Zamora, CNP ~ Aggie Health & Wellness Center
✓ Brisa Gonzales, Student Aide ~ Aggie Health & Wellness Center
✓ Yisel Palacios, Student Aide ~ Aggie Health & Wellness Center
✓ Nikki Duran, Counselor ~ Aggie Health & Wellness Center
✓ Elysa Fraginals, Post Doc ~ Aggie Health & Wellness Center
✓ Debbie Loera, Administrative Assistant ~ Military & Veterans Programs

NEW ROLES
✓ Dr. Bethany Wellman, Director, Counseling & Psychological Services
✓ Joseph Molena, Director, Student Assistance Services



Student Life,
Health & Wellbeing

AWARDS or CERTIFICATIONS
❖ Brenda Lara, 2024 NMSU Graduate - Master’s Degree
❖ Lorraine Arvizu, Certified Leadership Master Trainer
❖ Sam Worley, Certified True-Colors Facilitator
❖ Jessica Nevarez, Certified MBTI Facilitator
❖Will Waller, Certificate in Student Affairs Law & Policy
❖ Amanda Blair, Elected to Employee Council

YEARS OF SERVICE
❖ Dr. Bethany Wellman, 5 Years
❖ Josh Taylor, 5 Years



Office of the
Vice President

WELCOME NEW STAFF
✓ Jana Williams, Senior Program Coordinator
✓ Sarah Krohn, One Stop Counselor
✓ Shay Munson-McGee, Senior Program Coordinator 



Random Announcements
Question & Answer Time



Thank you for ALL you do!
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